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READ THIS FOR SAFE AND EFFECTIVE USE OF YOUR MEDICINE 

PATIENT MEDICATION INFORMATION 

 
PrSANDOZ CORTIMYXIN   

Otic Solution  

 

Read this carefully before you start taking Sandoz Cortimyxin and each time you get a refill. 

This leaflet is a summary and will not tell you everything about this drug. Talk to your healthcare 

professional about your medical condition and treatment and ask if there is any new information 

about Sandoz Cortimyxin.  

 

What is Sandoz Cortimyxin used for? 

Sandoz Cortimyxin is used to treat bacterial infections of the auditory canal (ear).  

 

Sandoz Cortimyxin contains antibacterial ingredients called polymyxin B, bacitracin and 

neomycin and it should be used exactly as directed by your healthcare professional.  

 

How does Sandoz Cortimyxin work? 

Sandoz Cortimyxin contains two types of medicines: 

 Hydrocortisone to reduce inflammation. 

 Antimicrobials to kill bacteria and reduce infections. 

 

 

What are the ingredients in Sandoz Cortimyxin? 

Medicinal ingredients:  polymyxin B (as sulfate), neomycin (as sulfate), and hydrocortisone.   

Non-medicinal ingredients: none. 

 

Sandoz Cortimyxin comes in the following dosage forms: 

Bottles of 10 mL. 

 

Do not use Sandoz Cortimyxin if you: 

 you have tuberculous, fungal or viral lesions. 

 are allergic to any of the ingredients in Sandoz Cortimyxin. 

 

To help avoid side effects and ensure proper use, talk to your healthcare professional 

before you take Sandoz Cortimyxin. Talk about any health conditions or problems you 

may have, including if you:  

 have a damaged eardrum (tympanic membrane); 

 have asthma or allergies;  

 

 are pregnant or planning to become pregnant; 

 are breastfeeding or planning to breastfeed. 

 

Tell your healthcare professional about all the medicines you take, including any drugs, 



Sandoz Cortimyxin                                                                                                                          Page 9 of 13 

vitamins, minerals, natural supplements or alternative medicines. 

 

How to take Sandoz Cortimyxin: 

 You should lie with the affected ear upward and then the drops should be instilled. This 

position should be maintained for 5 minutes to facilitate penetration of the drops into the 

ear canal. Repeat, if necessary for the opposite ear. 

 If preferred, a cotton wick may be inserted into the canal and then the cotton may be 

saturated with the solution. This wick should be kept moist by adding further solution 

every 4 hours. The wick should be replaced at least once every 24 hours. 

 Avoid touching the dropper with your ear or fingers to prevent contamination.  

 Misuse or overuse of Sandoz Cortimyxin could lead to the growth of bacteria that will not 

be killed by polymyxin B or neomycin (resistance). This means that Sandoz Cortimyxin 

or other medicines that contain polymyxin B, bacitracin or neomycin may not work for 

you in the future. 

 Do not share your medicine. 

 Do not use for longer than 10 days. 

 

Usual dose: 

Adults: Instill 4 drops  into the affected ear 3 or 4 times daily. 

Infants and Children: 3 drops are suggested because of the small capacity of the ear canal. 

 

Overdose: 

 

If you think you have taken too much Sandoz Cortimyxin, contact your healthcare 

professional, hospital emergency department or regional poison control centre immediately, 

even if there are no symptoms. 

 

What are possible side effects from using Sandoz Cortimyxin? 

These are not all the possible side effects you may feel when taking Sandoz Cortimyxin. If you 

experience any side effects not listed here, contact your healthcare professional.  

 

The reaction occurring most often is allergic sensitization. The following local adverse reactions 

have been reported with topical corticosteroids, especially under occlusive dressings:  

 dryness; 

 sensitivity around hair follicles; 

 excessive hair growth; 

 acne breakouts; 

 bleaching of skin; 

 rash around mouth, eyes or nose; 

 weakening of the skin; 

 secondary infection; 

 thinning of the skin; 

 heat rash. 
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Serious side effects and what to do about them 

Symptom / effect 

Talk to your  healthcare professional Stop taking drug 

and get immediate 

medical help 
Only if severe In all cases 

Burning, redness, irritation, 

swelling or pain  
   

Allergic skin reaction     

 

If you have a troublesome symptom or side effect that is not listed here or becomes bad enough 

to interfere with your daily activities, talk to your healthcare professional. 

 

Reporting Side Effects 

You can report any suspected side effects associated with the use of health products to Health 

Canada by: 

 Visiting the Web page on Adverse Reaction Reporting 

(https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/medeffect-

canada/adverse-reaction-reporting.html) for information on how to report online, by 

mail or by fax; or 

 Calling toll-free at 1-866-234-2345. 

NOTE: Contact your health professional if you need information about how to manage your 

side effects. The Canada Vigilance Program does not provide medical advice. 

 

Storage: 

Store between 15 and 30°C. 

 

Keep out of reach and sight of children. 

 

If you want more information about Sandoz Cortimyxin: 

 Talk to your healthcare professional 

 Find the full product monograph that is prepared for healthcare professionals and 

includes this Patient Medication Information by visiting the Health Canada website 

(https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada.html ); the manufacturer’s website 

www.sandoz.ca, or by calling 1-800-361-3062. 

 

This leaflet was prepared by Sandoz Canada Inc. 

 

Last Revised: January 29, 2019 
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READ THIS FOR SAFE AND EFFECTIVE USE OF YOUR MEDICINE 

PATIENT MEDICATION INFORMATION 

 
PrSANDOZ CORTIMYXIN 

  Ophthalmic Ointment  

 

Read this carefully before you start taking Sandoz Cortimyxin and each time you get a refill. 

This leaflet is a summary and will not tell you everything about this drug. Talk to your healthcare 

professional about your medical condition and treatment and ask if there is any new information 

about Sandoz Cortimyxin.  

 

What is Sandoz Cortimyxin used for? 

Sandoz Cortimyxin is used to treat certain bacterial infections in the eye.  

 

Sandoz Cortimyxin contains antibacterial ingredients called polymyxin B, bacitracin and 

neomycin and it should be used exactly as directed by your healthcare professional.  

 

How does Sandoz Cortimyxin work? 

Sandoz Cortimyxin contains two types of medicines: 

 Hydrocortisone to reduce inflammation. 

 Antimicrobials to kill bacteria and reduce infections. 

 

What are the ingredients in Sandoz Cortimyxin? 

Medicinal ingredients: polymyxin B (as sulfate), bacitracin (as zinc), neomycin (as sulfate) and 

hydrocortisone. 

Non-medicinal ingredients: petrolatum. 

 

Sandoz Cortimyxin comes in the following dosage forms: 

Tubes of 3.5 g. 

 

Do not use Sandoz Cortimyxin if: 

 you have herpes cornea or conditions involving the back of the eye; 

 you have acute superficial herpes simplex;  

 you have viral diseases of the cornea and conjunctiva; 

 you have bacterial and/or fungal diseases of the eye, including tuberculosis of the eye;  

 are allergic to any of the ingredients in Sandoz Cortimyxin. 

 

Sandoz Cortimyxin ointment is not for use in the ear if the eardrum is perforated 

 

To help avoid side effects and ensure proper use, talk to your healthcare professional 

before you take Sandoz Cortimyxin. Talk about any health conditions or problems you 

may have, including if you: 

 have been using topical steroids for a while; 

 have allergies; 
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 are pregnant or planning to become pregnant; 

 are breastfeeding or planning to breastfeed. 

 

Tell your healthcare professional about all the medicines you take, including any drugs, 

vitamins, minerals, natural supplements or alternative medicines. 

 

How to take Sandoz Cortimyxin: 

 Do not use for more than 10 days, unless directed by your doctor. 

 Misuse or overuse of Sandoz Cortimyxin could lead to the growth of bacteria that will not 

be killed by polymyxin B, bacitracin or neomycin (resistance). This means that Sandoz 

Cortimyxin or other medicines that contain polymyxin B, bacitracin or neomycin may not 

work for you in the future. 

 Do not share your medicine. 

 

Usual dose: 

Apply in the affected eye 2 to 4 times daily. 

 

Overdose: 

 

If you think you have taken too much Sandoz Cortimyxin, contact your healthcare 

professional, hospital emergency department or regional poison control centre immediately, 

even if there are no symptoms. 

 

What are possible side effects from using Sandoz Cortimyxin? 

These are not all the possible side effects you may feel when taking Sandoz Cortimyxin. If you 

experience any side effects not listed here, contact your healthcare professional.  

 

The reaction occurring most often is allergic sensitization. The following local adverse reactions 

have been reported with topical corticosteroids, especially under occlusive dressings:  

 dryness; 

 sensitivity around hair follicles; 

 excessive hair growth; 

 acne breakouts; 

 bleaching of skin; 

 rash around mouth, eyes or nose; 

 weakening of the skin; 

 secondary infection; 

 thinning of the skin; 

 heat rash. 

 

The development of secondary infection has occurred after use of combinations containing 

steroids and antimicrobials. 
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Serious side effects and what to do about them 

Symptom / effect 

Talk to your  healthcare professional Stop taking drug 

and get immediate 

medical help 
Only if severe In all cases 

Burning, redness, irritation, 

swelling or pain  
   

Allergic skin reaction     

Glaucoma: Hazy or blurred 

vision, severe eye and head pain, 

nausea or vomiting 

(accompanying severe eye pain), 

sudden sight loss 

   

 

If you have a troublesome symptom or side effect that is not listed here or becomes bad enough 

to interfere with your daily activities, talk to your healthcare professional. 

 

Reporting Side Effects 

You can report any suspected side effects associated with the use of health products to Health 

Canada by: 

 Visiting the Web page on Adverse Reaction Reporting 

(https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/medeffect-

canada/adverse-reaction-reporting.html) for information on how to report online, by 

mail or by fax; or 

 Calling toll-free at 1-866-234-2345. 

NOTE: Contact your health professional if you need information about how to manage your 

side effects. The Canada Vigilance Program does not provide medical advice. 

 

Storage: 

Store between 15 and 25°C. 

 

Keep out of reach and sight of children. 

 

If you want more information about Sandoz Cortimyxin: 

 Talk to your healthcare professional 

 Find the full product monograph that is prepared for healthcare professionals and 

includes this Patient Medication Information by visiting the Health Canada website 

(https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada.html); the manufacturer’s website 

www.sandoz.ca, or by calling 1-800-361-3062. 

 

This leaflet was prepared by Sandoz Canada Inc. 

 

Last Revised: January 29, 2019 
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